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FROM Herbert Bvame 0000 (0...) DATED ......Jan.17,1935. 


TO NAME 1—1187 eve 


REGARDING: 


Residence,trade and travel = Saudi Arabia. 


Desires permission of the Saudian Arabian Government 


to enter for travel 
and expleration in the country . 
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Baghdad, Iraq, November 10, 1958. 
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The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir: ' 
I have the honor to report that an inquiry 
Was recently received by the Consulate General 
concerning the requirements for obtaining visas in 
order to visit the province of al-Hasa in Saudi 
Arabia and the independent Sheikhdoms of the Eastern 
Arabia as well as the facilities for travel in that 
region. 
As the reply prepared by this office may contain 
“\uPorma tion of more recent date than any now available 


in 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA App 


S/111°3068 


i 


in the Department, a copy is enclosed herewith. 
Respectfully yours, 





C. Satterthwaite 
American Consul 


losure: 
Copy of letter. 


File No. 030 
Jcs/ jne » 


Enclosure to despatch No. 1165 of November 10, 1938 
from American Legation at Baghdad, Iraq. 


In reply refer to 
File No. 030 
JCS/ jnc. 
THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


American Consulate General 
Baghdad, Iraq, November 10, 1938. 


Mrs. Rose Mae ashby, 
584 Pulliam St., S.W., 
Atlanta, Georgia. 


Madam; 


The receipt is acknowledged of your letter of 
“eptember 26, 1938, informing this office of your 
desire to travel in a number of the little-known 
independent Sheikhdoms of the Persian Gulf and in 
the province of Hasa in Saudi arabia. You request 
information concerning facilities of travel and the 
requirements for visiting these places. 


Inquiries have been made of the Saudi Legation 
in Baghdad concerning the requirements for travel in 
Hasa. The Legation indicated that it might be possible 
to issue you a visa. The “egation would, however, have 
to obtain previous authorization to do so and for that 
purpose would wish information as to the object of your 
visit and as to the arrangements you had made for lodg- 
ing. As you perhaps know, travel in Saudi Arabia is 
especially difficult for women. The California arabian 
Standard 011 Company is carrying on rather extensive 
drilling operations in Hasa at the present time and has 
established a camp at al-Khobar. Americans employed by 
that company have recently, when passing through Baghdad, 
informed the Lonsulate YVeneral that the company now per- 
mits a few American wives to reside in the camp there 
but that they usually are not permitted to travel about 
outside the compound. The Consulate General can not, 
therefore, give you any assurance that a viss for Hasa 
would be obtainable. 


The independent Sheikhdoms along the Lastern Coast 
of Arabia are, as you . probably know, under special treaty 
relations with “reat Pritain, which maintains political 
agents in Suwait, Bahrein, and Muscat. The british 
Consulate in Baghdad informs us that, if a traveller 
desiring to visit these Sheikhdoms has first made arrange- 
ments for lodging, it can then request authorization of 
the political agents to issue the respective visas. 

These political agents seem, however, very reluctant 
to give permission to persons not having some special 
purpose to visit the territories under their jurisdic- 
tion and they generally must know the object of the 


trip 


trip and be given assurance that the traveller has a 
suitable place in which to stay. 


There are american Missions in Suwait, Bahrein, 
and Muscat and the Bahrein Petroleum Company has a 
large camp in Bahrein. In general, however, there 
are no hotel facilities in these places. Any arrange- 
ments to stay with these American institutions would 
of course have to be made on a purely personal basis. 
It is somewhat doubtful whether it would be possible 
for you to make arrangements for travel in Qatar and 
the Trucial Coast. This however is a matter which 
you could probably take up with the Yritish Political 
Agent in Yahrein, or with the Pritish Nesident General 
in Bushire, 4+ran, once permission had been obtained to 
visit the other places. You will of course understand 
that, as in the case of Hasa, this office can give you 
no assurance in advance that permission to visit these 
Sheikhdoms will be obtainable. 


As you have travelled in Iraq before, you are 
acquainted with the various ways of reaching this part 
of the world. Kuwait is easily accessable from Basrah 
by automobile when the roads are dry. ‘in winter how- 
ever, it is sometimes impossible to reach that city 
except by air or by sea. The Imperial Airways operate 
a service down the western side of the Persian Gulf and 
the British India Steam Navigation Company operates 
ships which touch at the principal ports of the “ersian 
Gulf. Information as to travel in the Persian Gulf can 
therefore be obtained direct from these companies or 
from Thomas Cook and Son. 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) J.C. Satter thwaite 
Sicialelecaaaadare AMerican Consul. 
A true y “| 
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yuly 29 1938. 


In id refer to 
WE 690F.1lll-Ashbdy, 
Rose M.. 


My dear Mrs. Ashby: 

I have received your letter of July 23, 1938, stating 
you are planning to visit Arabia and requesting information 
with regard to Amerioan official representation at Riadh or : 
the nearest point thereto, as well as suggestions concerning bs. 
your proposed journey, 

This Government has no resident official representa- 


tives in Saudi Arabia. The American Consulate at Cairo, 


Gvelll 


Egypt, hes jurisdiotion over Amerioan interests in the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with the exeeption of £1 Hasa, 

whieh is within the oonsular district of the American 

Gonsulate General at Baghdad. The latter office has | 

jurézdiotion also over the various sheikhdoms of the a 

eastern coast of Arabia, ineluding Bahrein, Kuwait, Oman 

(Musect), Qatar and the Trucial Coast. The American Consu- 

late at aden has jurisdiction over the Aden Oolony and 

Proteetorate, ineluding the Hedhramaut, as well as over 
Yemen. 

Mre. Rose Mae Ashby, 

S64 Pulliam Street, Southwest, 
Atlanta, Georgie. 


“Be 


Yenen. 

As you state you propose to make the necessary ar- 
rangements for your journey after erriving in Egypt, it ie 
suggested that, upon your arrival there, you call at the 
American Consulate in Gairo, which will doubtless be able 
to inform you of existing regulations governing travel in 
Saudi Arabia or to assist you in obtaining sueh information. 
However, in view of certain restrictions existing upon travel 
in that country and the infrequeney of visits to it by non- 
Moslems, the advisability is suggested to you of communicat- 
ing without delay with the Consulate at Cairo in order to 
be informed before your departure from this eountry whether 
the visit you contemplate making is practical. 

Sineerely yours, 
For the Secretary of State: 


Walleee Murray, 
Ghief, Division of Near Eastern Affairs 
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